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I.—Forerran Poxrtics. 


1383. The Indian Mirror has a long article composed chiefly of quotations 


aes! es from letters to the Zimes, showing thatthe European 
Tho “ Foreign Devils” in Chins. ldiers in ‘China have been wellby of hainsaheen 
cruelty, rape, and wholesale and indiscriminate looting. It speaks of women 
being first ravished, then bayoneted. The looting has been passively sanc- 
tioned by the authorities, for /oot has been sold every afternoon in the presence 
of the highest officials, the Constable of the British Legation acting as 
auctioneer. 


The Mirror thinks such acts must demand God’s vengeance some day. 


[T.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a\,— Police, 


- 1884. The Bengalee regards the formation of a Detective Department as 


ie one of the most important of required Police 
—— reforms, and is in favour of a separate detective 
establishment for each division. It points out the necessity for having 


Uriyas as detectives for Orissa, Beharis for Behar, and Bengalis for Bengal. 
1885. The Bengalee congratulates Mr. Bright on the promptitude with 
. vin ihiiaiaiaesiae which he has taken action on Mr. Geidt’s judgment, 
den pienneoys by suspending Sub-Inspector Osman Ali and the 
Head Clerk Koilash, and trusts that, if there isto be a thorough investigation 
into the conduct of the Noakhali police, the measure of Mr. Reily’s supervision 
over his subordinates will be included in the enquiry. | 
1386. The Fengalee, continuing its suggestions for police reform, proposes 


np oat ees a substantial improvement in the pay and prospects 
of Inspectors; and recommendsa sharper distinction 
between constables and head-constables, Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors. It 


opposes the recruitment of Sub-Inspectors from the ranks of the head- 
constables, and considers Inspectors and Sub-[nspectors should be recruited by 
competitive examination, on rules analogous to those in force for Deputy and 
Snb-Deputy Collectors, aoe 
There was a time when Munsifs and Deputy Magistrates were not conspi- 
cuous for their honesty, but the improvement of their status has enabled their 
service to furnish ‘ perfect patterns of integrity and devotion to duty.’ In the 
same way, if you increase the pay of the Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, the men 
who bear the brunt of the police work, these officers will be better able to resist 
temptation, and there will suon be an improvement in the conduct of the force, 
1887. The Hindvo Patriot, after referring to the opinions of the Viceroy, 
Provincial Governors and other high authorities, to 
—_ show the urgent need of Police reform, makes the 
following suggestions: —Good educational qualification should be the sole test 
for the appointment of officers from District Superintendents to Sub-Inspectors. 
The Deputy Inspectors-General and Assistant Inspectors-General should be 
appointed from the Civil Service.and not from the Police. District Superin- 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents should berecruited only by a competitive 
examination of a much higher standard than that set now. 
1388. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that, as Mr Reily has been re-in- 
a stated and posted to such an advanced district as 
=. Say Nadia, he should now be promoted to a higher 
rade. 
1389. The Amrita ple Patrika complains that a Brahmin boy, named 
Dahbu Narain Bhattackarji, has been arrested on a 
a4 theft case in Burdwan. charge of theft and keptto “ rot in hajut a without 
(asthe Deputy Magistrate remarked when the case came before him) ‘one 
lota of evidence against him,’ ' 
“Tt is police rule all over the ponntry, and this can be easily shown if 
every district has a Pennell or a Geidt for its Sessions Judge.” - 
1890. The Indian Mirror regards the transfer of Mr. Reily to Nadia as 
ae quite inexplicable, and expects to hear next of his 
a Seay appointment to the 24-Parganas. 
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1391, The Bengalee hears that the Inspector of Police at Bongong has been 


ordered to enquire into a case of alleged Police | 
oppression by a writer-constable, The constable 
tried to get fish from a fisherman for a quarter of their market price, and on the 
latter’s refusing to comply, the writer-constable with two other constables 
dragged him to the thana and beat him. 

1392. The Hindu Patriot, referring to the re-instatement of Mr, Reil . 


asks why such promptitude has not been shown in 
on Say dealing with Mr. Pennell’s case. 


(6).— Working of the Courts. 


1893. A Native boy accompained by his uncle, while strolling in the 


Queen’s Gardens at Delhi, plucked some flowers, 
whereupon he was arrested by the mali, and 
together with his uncle, who had done no more than intercede for the boy, 


made over to the police. The boy was sentenced to a whipping and the 
uncle to three months’ imprisonment. 
The Bengaice gives this version of the occurrence, and wonders if the 


Deputy Commissioner would have inflicted such sentences, had the accused 
been Europeans or even Eurasians. 


Police oppression in Jes sore. 


An astounding sentence. 


(c).—Local Selj-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1394. Continuing its remarks on this subject, referred to in paragraph 
1331, the Behar News quotes certain official reports 


to show that its charges against the Bhagalpur 
Municipality and water-works were in no way exaggerated, It now hopes that 


the Victoria Memorial Committee of Bhagalpur will devote the subscriptions it 

has raised in sinking eight wells—six ordinary pucca wells and two Norton 

tube-wells—for the supply of water to the residents. | 
1395. The Amrita Bazar Patrika congratulates the Calcutta Corporation 


on their election of Babu Provas Chandra Mitter, 


_ the son of Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter, xr., as 
Municipal Collector. 


1396. Referring to the new method of realizing taxes by the Calcutta 


es Municipality, the Amrita Bazar Pairika says, 
' oe ee “While the taxes are being realized with such 
rigour and severity, nay, cruelty, the people have been denied one of their 
necessarles— a sufficient supply of water. ” | 


1397. The Bengalee considers the new system of collecting municipal 

rates in Calcutta, which insists on those who do not 
pay on the first call of the collecting agent going 
personally to the treasury to pay the money, will cause unnecessary hardship 
and perhaps expense to many aged and infirm of both sexes, It has been 


ordered that the collectionsmust not fall short of 95 percent. of the total 
demand. | 


‘““We are,” says the Bengalee, “onthe brink of an era of oppression, 
unprecedented in the municipal annals of Calcutta. ” 


The Bhagalpur water-works. 


Babu Provas Chandra Mitter, 
M unicipal Collector of Calcutta. 


Collection of municipal rates. 


(f).— Questions affecting the land. 


1398. The Bengalce thinks that a moderate land tax is by far the most 


a ls eas important of the remedies that can be suggested 


for the prevention of famine. Bengal, with the 
permanent settlement, is moderately taxed, and this is the reason why Bengal 


never suffurs from famine. Both Lord Canning and Lord Lawrence urged the 
extension of the permanent settlement to the whole of British India. They 
knew sufficient of Ango-Indian officialdom to know that every revision of the 


land revenue means enhancement. Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt-and others 


are of opinion that the recurrence of famine in the temporarily-settled prov- 
inces 1s due to the periodical assessment of land revenue. 


the State to exact more than the raiyats can p 
up the increased receipts for ten years. 


It does not pay 
ay, for one year’s famine swallows 


( 27 ) 


In December last a memorial on the subject, influentially signed, was 
submitted to the Secretary of State. Lord Canning’s proposals were disposed 


of in 1883, If precedent is followed, the living generations must despair of 
witnessing the fate of these proposals. , 


(7).—Ratlways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation. 


1399. Dealing with the subject of the good India has derived from 
railways, the Bengalee observes that without rail- 


___ ways, such a a as the National Congress 
would have been impossible, and is grateful to the Government for conferring 


on the eos | a blessing which, it hopes, will one day be recognised as having 


Railways and famine. 


BENGALEE, 
26th April 1901. 


been a powertul force in forming the men of India of all races, castes and creeds ~ 


into one solid united nation. 


Railways, however, have not been an unmixed blessing, and the principal 
object of Government in pushing on construction has been the development 
of foreign trade. : 


By helping foreign competition they have beat down indigenous industries. 
Their advantage as a means of relieving famine is doubtful, for, though 
they facilitate the transport of grain to famine-stricken districts, they so 
increase the exports in time of plenty that the Indian cultivator is tempted to 
sell his surplus grain, instead of hoarding it for times of trouble, as he used 
to do. 3 


1400. The Hindoo Patriot has the following paragraph :— : 
A*gentleman came to us to complain against the 
irregularity that takes place in the delivery of 
letters by the Mohisrekha post-office in the sub division of Ulubaria, and as 
the same has caused and causes serious inconvenience to the local people, it is 
his prayer that the higher Postal authorities will take steps in the matter and 
prevent recurrence. We hope the matter will be enquired into and the 
irregularities will also be checked, 


1401. In its second article on this subject the Bengalee says, another 
evil which railway extension has brought about 
is that much land, which was formerly cultivated 
for food-grains, is now used for growing oil-seeds and other raw materials in 
demand in foreign markets. | 


Some steps should be taken to restrict the export of grain in times of 
scarcity. The words of Mr. Horace Bell, late Consulting Engineer to the 
Government of India for State Railways, are quoted in support of this 
opinion : 

“India is of course pledged to Free Trade, though it may ruin her industries 
and reduce her to poverty, so there would be little use in starting an agitation 
against it,” | 

The Bengalee does not wish the construction of railways to cease, but 
advocates the following remedies, for the evils that are being caused. of 1) an 
improved system of agriculture, (2) storage of grain in every district as a 
safeguard against scarcity, (3) reservation of a certain area of cultivation for 
the production of food staples. 


Postal compiaint. 


Railways and famine. 


(h).— Genral. 


1402. The Amrita Bazar Patrika publishes a letter on this subject from its 

Pl - Bankipore special correspondent, After touch- 
tion if Bens, Plague administra- ine upon the spread of the disease in that Province, 
it criticises the arrangement by which District 
Boards and Municipalities have to bear the whole plague expenditure, without 
having any voice in the matter of spending the money, which rests solely 
with the District Magistrate, who not being a medical man cannot make any 
satisfactory arrangement. Sir John Woodburn at his last visit to Patna, as 
well as in the Bengal Legislative Council, spoke on the value of disinfection, 
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a- 


and pointed out that the disease increased where there was no disinfection 
while it decreased on account of disinfection. The writer submits that Hi. 
Honour has been misled, as disinfection in the interior of the Patna district hag 
been carried on as vigorously as in the sadar, as testified by the fact that 
about Rs. 5,000 per month has been spent on the plague staff in-the rural 
area. If the figures for towns and villages had been quoted from the com. 
mencement, the rise and fal] of the disease would have been correctly shown, 
In the subdivisional town of Behar plague was officially declared to have been 
stamped out by disinfection alone, but now, in spite of the: attempts of 
Mr, Sunder, the Subdivisional Officer, to suppress the fact, it has oozed out that 


raging there most virulently. 


Disinfection has been found not only useless but injurious, owing to 
the defective manner in which the work has been done, or to the system 
being unsuitable to the surroundings. | 


That the work was not properly carried out is shown in the case of a 
gentleman who having obtained permission of the District Magistrate to use a 
bottle of disinfecting solution which had been kept with about 30 otbiers 
in the District Board store-room, discovered that the bottle contained only 


water ! 


1403. Continuing his remarks on this subject, the writer complains 

a that of 29 appointments in the disinfecting agency, . 

eee plague administra- o5 have been given to Europeans and Kurasians, 
| including three females, and only four are held by 
natives. In some cases these appointments have been thrust on Europeans who 
cannot distinguish a bottle of solution of perchloride of mercury from pure water. 
There is no wonder therefore that the system of disinfection has failed, but what 
is worse, is the imprudence of Government in appointing these sah:bs, when the 
idea had.taken firm hold on the minds of the masses that Government had some 
ulterior motive in promulgating the plague regulations. The writer next 
accuses the disinfectors of taking bribes from headmen of villages for letting 
them off disinfection. 


1404. The Hindoo Patriot considers the frequent extensions of service 
to public servants is an evil itself and prejudicial 
to the interests of the service as well as those who 
belong to it. 

He points out that the pecuniary injury to the juniors of the officers to 
whom extension is granted, is not always only temporary, as very often their 
pensions are affected. 


An appeal is made to Government to do away with this practice. There 
is really no dearth of able men, and to give an officer an extension on the 
ground that his place cannot be satisfactorily filled is a sad commentary on 
the efficiency of the service. 


1405. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee suggests that in future 
Sub-Registrars should be appointed on the results of 
examinations in order to place the Inspector-General 
of Registration above the suspicion of favouring 
any particular class. 


Extensions of service to public 
servants. 


Appointments for Rural Sub- 
Registrarships. 


1406. A Midnapore correspondent of the Pengalee writes a lony letter 
complaining of the way in which Mr. Summan, the 
District Magistrate, is administering the Arms Act 
in tliat district. 


All gun-owners, irrespective of rank and social status, are made to attend 
the police-stations with their weapons, sometimes ‘rusty, brvken swords’ and 
tiny revolvers, and often have to wait about for hours, neglecting their work, 
until it suits the District Magistrate to put in his appearance. On one occasion 
he did not appear at all, and men who had travelled many miles had their 
journey for nothing. ) 


1407. Laiit Mohan ag of Cossipore, writes to the Amrita Bazar 
airtka ventilating the grievances of the . kaas 

The kh aiya! 6 lle. 
Winer oo . mahal raiyats of Midnapore, which, he says, will 
be discussed at the ensuing Provincial Conference, 


The Arms Act in Midnapore. 
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and hopes that, when the subject has been submitted to Government for final 
consideration, it will be pleased to remedy these grievances. ot 
1408. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka finds it very reassuring that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal had no intention to hush up the 
scandals in Noakhali, as otherwise it would never 
) have deputed so strong and honest a Judge as 
Mr. Geidt to try the case, and what is more, reward him with a promotion 
for his, out-and-out support of Mr. Pennell’s denunciation of the police. The 
writer then refers to the invaluable services rendered by Mr. Pennell’s dis- 
slosures, and trusts the Government will show their appreciation of those 


services by forgetting and forgiving Mr. Pennell’s blunders, and taking due 
notice of Mr. Cargill’s conduct. | 


1409. The following is from the Amrita Bazar Patrika:— 


Our Noakhali correspondent learns that ‘Mr. 
Cargill, the District Magistrate, has been informed 
that a detective Inspector has been deputed there. 
In the meantime, the Magistrate himself is inquiring (by examining witnesses) 
as to whether Kailas Kerani had any shares in Kumodini’s shop or not. The 
action of Mr. Cargill has surprised the public. Mr. Geidt directed an 
independent enquiry. 


1410. The Bengalee complains of an order passed by the Officiating 


The Government and the Noa- 


khali scandals. 


Mr. Cargill and the head clerk's 
complicity. 


j 1's office. 
The Accountant-Genoral's ofllce. 115:- Mohurram holidays. There are farther 


complaints against Mr. Anderson, that he makes his clerks work beyond the 
prescribed hours, and has reduced the namber of days’ privilege leave allowed 
during the year from fifteen to six. 


1411. The Bengalee complains that though the Public Service Commission, 
oe Bengal are unanimous in thinking that the time has 
arrived when natives of India should be appointed Appraisers of the Customs 
Department, not a single native has yet been appointed to an Appraisership. 


So far the Collector has treated the instructions of Government 4s merely the 
expression of a pious wish, which he-is at hberty to ignore altogether. 


1412. Under this wo the — gives an account, based on in- 
1: ormation from a ‘respectable and trustworth 
PE ode ey Madras " Drost correspondent,’ of the police dealings with the ‘elite 
dency. | of rioting between the Hindus and Shanars in the 
Tinnivelly and Madura districts, 

The Shanars had defiled the Hindu temples, and the aggrieved Hindus, 
failing to obtain any redress, had no alternative but to close the temples. The 
lower classes of Hindus being much excited, goaded to desperation, attacked 
the Shanars, The police, as usual, appeared after the row was over, and 
began a series of wholesale and indiscriminate arrests of Hindus, regardless of 
the recognized rules of identification. The Shanars had raised a sum of five 
lakhs of rupees to fight out their cases in the Courts of Justice, and it is 
suspected that part of this money found its way into the pockets of the 
police, asin no other way could the action of the police in openly espousing 
the cause of the Shanars be accounted for. 


The accused Hindus were denied a fair trial, and many innocent men 
among them were punished. One of the accused satisfactorily proved that on 
the day of the riot he was 500 miles from the place of occurrence, but he was 
nevertheless, thanks to perjury, forgery and careful tutoring by the police, 
transported for life. Another accused who proved he was twelve miles away 
at the time of the riot was sentenced to be hanged. 


At the trial, everything in favour of the Shanars was magnified, while 
everything against them was ignored. No action was taken on the complaints 
of the Hindus, on whose side many men had been butchered in cold blood. 
The complainants themselves were charged with rioting and convicted by 
means of false evidence. In some cases the police abetted the Shanars in 
committing dacoity in Hindu villages. The. Hindus were atiacked and fired 
at by the police, who were armed with ‘rifles,’ with the result that one man 
was killed by a ‘buckshot wound.’ | 
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The relations of the deceased complained; but the police seut in a false 
report, saying that the Hindus having committed a riot and refused to di 
they were obliged to fire on them, The Hindus, amongst whom was the 
father of the deceased, were arrested by means of a trick and sent up for trial, 


six of them being convicted of rioting. 


The District Judge, taking in the situation at a glance, quashed the con- 


viction, and found the whole police report false. No sooner was the judg- 
ment out than this conscientious Judge was transferred telegr 
to South Canara, even as Mr. Pennell was transferred to Noakhali. 


aphic order 
Until the present system whereby the District Magistrate is ident; Ged 


with the police, is ended or mended, the police will remain as bad as they 
are. ie: 


‘¢Such is British. Administration of Justice.’’ # 

1413. The Amrita Bazar Patrika publishes a letter from one Bijoy 
Chandra Ganguh, urging the necessity for formin 

anew district with its head-quarters at Tangail 


A plea for a district at Tangail. 


The Mymensingh district is too large, the Tangail subdivision alone being 
larger 


an some districts in Bengal, Birbhum for instance. | 

1414, The proprietor of the Kurrachie Phoenix has been convicted of 
libel for publishing an article charging Mr. Haji, 
a Plague Inspector, with causing the death of a 


Libel on a Plague official. 


pregnant woman by causing her removal from her house, The Amrita Bazar 


atrika ridicules the statement of the Plague Inspector that his order for 


removal did not extend to the pregnant woman, and says ‘“ The simple truth 
is that the proprietor was most unjustly convicted and punished for having 


nobly tried to do his duty.” ea 

1415. The Bengalee complains of the grievances of the clerks in the office 

of the Chief Secretary, who are made by the 

Zoolwm in the Bengal Secre- Revistrar to produce medical certificates if they 

tariat, : eae 

require a day’s casual leave. ‘They are made to 

salaam the Registrar, when leaving office every day, and are made to work oa 
Government holidays. : 


IV.—Native STATEs,... 


1416. The Bengake objects strongly to an advertisement appearing in a 
sical Mahratti paper, calling for ‘an ex 
ee L.M. and S. as a Chief Medical Officer for the 
P. W. Hospital, Jamakhindi,’ in which it is stated that “‘ Preference will be 
given to non-Brahmins.” | 2 
Perhaps, says the Bengalee, Mr. Vaidya, the administrator of the State, 1s 
responsible for this, but it 1s possible that it is really the Political Agent who 
insists on the exclusion of Brahmin candidates. | 
1417. The Bengalee regrets that the Maharani of Mysore should have 
ected an European, Colonel McGumn, and nota 
native of India to be Private Physician toher — 
palace. 
1418, Publishing a letter from a temperance Missionary, who, with the 
pS sain tiitnattie consent of the Maharaja, was going to Jammu to 
preach temperance, but was stopped by the Politi- 
cal Agent at Sialkote, the Bengalee says, surely the control of the movements 
and doings of Native Chiefs should not extend to watch and control in such 


ordinary matters. 


V.—Prospects oF THF Crops anD CONDITION OF THE. PEOPLE. 


Preference for Europeans. 


ae 1419. The following letter appears. in tho 
Tenants in arrear of revenue, Amrita Bazar Pairtka il ® PP | 
“The tenants of Government Khas mahalin village Ballichak in thana 
Amta have been largely in arrears of revenue. Their inability to satisfy 
Government demands is mainly due to the great distress caused by the destruc- 
tive floods which damaged, to an alarming extent, the last paddy crop in 
several parts of this subdivision. If there was any time when the people of 
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this place stood in need of Government assistance, it is the present. We hope 


our benign Government surely will not put pressure upon the defaulting raiyats 
in realising arrears of revenue during the present year of ‘scarcity, but will be 
pleased to allow a remission of revenue in some cases, and in others, allow the 


defaulting tenants to defer payment of revenue till the arrival of better 
days. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


1420. With reference to the two recent cases of sutice in the Gaya 


| district, vide p: b | Con- 

q 1¢ paragraphs 884 and 885 of §.B. 

— fidential Abstract, the correspondent of the Behar 
News writes: — 


_ “Chastity, purity and righteous (sic), conjugal love do still exist amon 
the rustic girls of India.” He then goes on to alate the circumstances of the 
suttees, saying that everybody present tried to dissuade the women from the 
Act, but failed todo so. They followed the bodies, and on reaching the ghat, 
sat down on the pyres at the feet of their husbands. All attempts to ignite the 
pile failed, until the women fluttered the ‘achars’ of the clothes in which 
they were dressed, when immediately fire burst out all round. | 

1421. The Bengalee tells of the two cases of sutice in Ga a, evidently 

a | giving credence to the account of the wonderful 

ignition of the piles from the fluttering of the 

achals of the wearing apparel of the widows, and adds, “ suttee may be a cruel 
ractice, but to a devout Hindu wife, the cruellest misfortune is to be 


separated 

rom her husband. ” 
1422. The Hindoo Patriot suggests that the Government should make 
Rogus M. De. the strongest provisions against bogus medical 


ae | men, and draws attention to a kindred danger, viz., 
the harm arising from the use of quack medicines which are freely advertised 
for sale. It holds that licenses for the sale of such manufactures should be 


granted only after the manufacturers have satisfied a test that their medicines 
are genuine and efficacious. : 


_ 1423, Referring to the compiaint made im the Anglo-Indian Press that 

_ the Native Press, instead of condemning Mr. 

pr. Fennell and the Native Pennell for his pe has thoughf fit 
to extol him, the Hindoo Patriot explains that 


in writing as it did on the subject the Native Press was actuated by no other 
motive than high sense of duty, and if it has written anything distasteful to 
those who disapprove of Mr. Pennell’s action, it was written not with any 
interested motive or any bias. | 

The Native Press did not support the judgment in the murder case, and 
many took exception to the irrelevant matters incorporated in it, but they could 
-y withhold from Mr. Pennell the praise due to him for vindicating the cause 
of justice. | 3 

a ree eae 1424. The following telegram appears in the 

Mr. Pennell’s movements. Amvita Besar Patsika:— 
: , ‘6 Noakhals , April 23rd. 

‘*Mr. Pennell left for Calcutta vid Barisal poreriey evening. Hundreds 
of people assembled in his premises and bade him adieu. The occasion was 
solemn and sorrowful, no thundering reports of bombs disturbing it. People 
silently walked by his carriage which moved slowly singing parting songs. 
They followed nearly three miles. Cloudy weather added to the solemnity of 


the occasion. The gaieties and festivities are at an end. Every heart is sick 
because of Mr. Pennell’s departure.” 


~ 1425. The following telegram appears in the 
Mr. Pennell and the Patna Bar. Indian Mirror ‘ a 3 , 


“ Bankipore, April 23rd. 
‘‘The Patna Bar Association to-day in a meeting recorded deep sympathy 
for Mr. Pennell’s suspension, 28 unmerited and opposed to the mterests of 
justice, and appreciated his uncompromising leve of justice and self-sacrifice 
and devotion to duty.” | 
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1426. Referring to Lord Curzon’s advice to the students of the Aligarh 
College to be true to their own faith, the Indian 
Mirror wishes other officials would profit by the 
Viceroy’s wise tolerance, and that the opportunity 
will not be long coming when Lord Curzon will be able to speak to a Hindu 
audience in the same manner as he did at Aligarh, : 
‘¢ But the moral of the Viceroy’s exhortation ought not to be lost on edu - 
cationists. Every Indian school and college should have atime set apart for 
unsectarian religious instruction. The scheme is perfectly feasible. A move- 
ment in this direction ought to be voluntary, and since the Viceroy has 
expressed himself unmistakably on the subject, “the Mirror trusts” the intro- 
duction of unsectarian religious education in schools and colleges on nat 
lines will not be long delayed.”’ ae 


1427. The Amrita Bazar Patrika does not see why the Hindus and 


; Muhammadans should not consider themselves ag 

————— belonging to one community and act in concert. 
Considering, too, that the Musalmans in India are mostly Hindu converts, the 
tie should be stronger than it is, Politically it would be an advantage to both 
parties if they always acted in unison, for is not a benefit obtained by the 
exertions of one side equally enjoyed by the other, and are not the Musalmans 
suffering along with the Hindus from a hundred-and-one grievances ? 


1428. The Indian Mirror is still firm in its approval of Lord Curzon’s 


a __ scheme, and remarks that, though twenty lakhs have 

pare Queen Victoria Memorial still to be collected; the support afforded to the 

scheme so far may be regarded as generous. It 

then appeals to all, to help build up a memorial that shall be worthy of Queen 
Victoria’s personal greatness, and the greatness of Her reign. 


1429. The following paragraph is takenfrom the Amrita Bazar Pairtka:— 


Be : Anything that savours of pettiness in the actions of 
tia iendk Gamationtions. and (Civilians occupyin g such exalted position in India 


as they do, is simply intolerable. The Noakhali 
Bar Association wanted to give Mr. Pennell a reception. They required the 


Town Hall for the purpose. But we are told the local authorities declined to 
sanction its use on the occasion. The contention that the Hall was erected out 
of public subscription is not relevant, though that circumstance certainly makes 
the case worse. Such ebullitions of temper ill become those who rule their 


fellows. For they somewhat savour of meanness. Besides, did this petty act 
put a stop to the demonstration ? | 


1430. The Noakhali correspondent of the Bengali sends two columns of 


Neskhell afte matter reiating to the visit of Mr. Pennell to 

= Noakhali. ‘To the unlettered classes,” says the 

Bengalee, ‘“‘heis a sort of demi-God; and a mysterious sanctity attached to his 
person. 

Description is given of the tea party and theatrical performance given in 

Mr. Pennell’s honour, and finally of Mr. Pennell’s departure from the town. 

A procession, about 200 strong, accompanied Mr. Pennell to Ichhakhali, 

‘chanting a solemn mournful farewell song, while the wind blew chill and in 

gusts, and dark masses of cloud appeared on the horizon.” At the third mile, 

amid loud cheers, ‘‘ the assembly turned back to their homes, casting longing, 

lingering looks behind.” | 


1431. The Amrita Bazar Pairika repeats its opinion that to make the 

How to make the Provincia! ~z0Vincial Conferences really useful, the methods 

Conference useful and permanent. ™ust be changed. The Conference, possessing 

: no authority, can but sit in deliberation, sending 

the results of its deliberations to the rulers, who, knowing full well that the 
Conference cannot compel their attention, have adopted the policy of silence. 


‘‘ Dogs bark to draw attention, and when no heed is given to them, they, 
of necessit 


‘Lord Curzon on religious educa- 
tion. : 


ional 


lien y, give up barking—that is what their animal instincts teach 
them. | 


All authority being mono 
can do nothing without political 
people any power in their hands 


olised by the Government, the people of India 
agitation, which would be unnecessary had the 


ce 


It ia thén suggested that the Midnapore Conferénéé shéuld forni & local 
Committee, with a paid agent to conttol ifs programme of Work: 

Many of the wants and gritVatices of the Indiati péoplé are of fhét? ow 
making and can be remédied by themselves. The Kock cai form villagé 
Committees for the purpose of eschéwing foreign manufaétures; he éan form 
é league for diséuading people from quarrelling and going to law; hé can 
introduce new industries, and*teach the people the laws of sanitation; he éafi 
koep the newspapers and authorities infotmed of what is going on in the 
CE PO i a . 

1432: Fhe Bénfalee thihks the Midnapote Conference was a great and 

The Midnapore Conférenes. = wer ¢0 those who think the Congress movement 
is on the wane. 


Mr. N. N. Ghose; the President, after referring to thé death of Queen 


Victoria, and the virtues and accomplishments of King Edward, started off on 
{hé separation of Judicial and Executive functions, regrétting that at present 
there was not only no scheme for a thorough reform in this line, but no’ idéas 
which Gould be the foundation of a schéme Fle declaréd it would not be 
sufficient that the 'udge should not be an Executive officer, he should not be 
many way subdrdinate fd fhe Exeéutive. Ho hel , however, that the real 
énd to bé achieved was the abolition or reconstitution of the Civil Service. 
The country has outgrown thé conditions wader which the service Was estab: 
lished, and the’ Civilian is now an andniafy. The preciso mode of recénstitu: 
tion is, he considers, ‘a mattér of detail,’ and no suggestions aré made, 

The Chaitman then turned to the Uncovénanted Serviée, complaining that 
the claims of the children of the soil to offices in that serviée have not’ received 
due recognition. Contrary to thé most solemn pledges, he says, race has been 
made a qualification and a disqualification in the distribution of ‘appointments. 
Protest’ is made against’ ‘a tendency of Government to restrict the appointment 
of men to their own province,’ and against a recent circular caifmg’ for a 
report as to whether the existing method under which clerks are recruited, 
aftords sufficient scope for the mtroduction of domiciled Europeans.and Eura-. 
sians, though no open proposal to the effect has yet been made. Government 
would fain retrace its steps anil abolish high education. The policy of the 
Government, with regard to education is classed aos rétrograde. and unsatig- 
factory. ‘The speaker wants to, know what men have, prospered by scientific 
education alone, without capital or employment from Government. ‘The caste 
system of India will be against the success of technical education, for the 

ayesth will not hold the plough as successfully as the cultivator’s son, nor the 
Brahmin boy become as expert a carpenter as the carpenter’s son. iS 
Time’ will not efface from thé memory the’ blow that has been dealt to local 
stif-governmeiit in Calcutta. Herd again the policy of Government has been 
Aberty of spéech has been curtailod' by recent innovations in the’ Penal 
laws of the country. ‘I'his' retrograde amendment to.the law was passed in 
contémpt of the opinion of all people who were worth listening to. 
 "Fhé' Chairrian then dealt with a number of Provincial grievances, and 
toWardy the énd of his speech, complained of the grants given by Government: 
to’ Missiondry éducatidnal establishments, and the proposal of the Metropolitan 
that the Bible should ba taught in all Government schools, __ Seen 
~ On the 28th and 29th the resolutions were moved according to the pro- 
gratis, atid all carried wnanimously. _ Be ae 

‘Fhe spédschés on thé subject of ay ahi of Judicial and Executive 
functions contained long passages on tle Chapra and Noakhali cases, and 
My. Pénvitll was'déscribed as “the victim of an unprecedented act of official 
Kighthtrittedness, unparalleled éven in the history of this unhappy country.” 

The Resolution on the subject of Police reform containe proposals for a 
sharper distitittion' Between constables and head-constables on thé one hand, 
and Inspedtdis' aiid Sub-Inspectors on the’ other; for an increase in the pay of 
mx eg dri! Sub‘ In¥pectors;-and for a larger percentage of natives in the 
ranks of Astistatit did’ District Superintendents. Gere ee oe Pe ern 

1433: Pho Ambita Bizar Patrika wishes to show’ that the English’ have 
adopted a wrong principle in governing India. 
They have tried force and fear,’ but never confi- 
oe dence in the people: After 150’years of rule, the 
rulers have to disatm'a péople whom they boast they have won by excellent 

Overnment: Force has failed xt raise | it failed in the American Colonies. 

“In India we see the country disarmed; we sce sedition laws and press 

Prosecutions; respectabl b f society (Mr.. Tilak) shadowed: .by the 
; respectable members 0 y 


Police; the children of the soil ostracized from military service. All these 


prove that the rulers are not satisfied with their own methods,” 


England has yet to know how to 
rule india, 


unquilifiéd sticcess, and its success is a sufficient 
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The rulers say that, with the exception of a few half-educated and dis. 
appointed newspaper editors, the Indian people are pleased with British rule 
and prefer an English to a native official ; but the disarmament of the country 
and the maintenance of mercenary soldiers do not prove this. ie 

When the Government sought to force inoculation on the people, the 
people took up arms. Yet this same people followed Mr. Petinell ‘as if he 
was &@ God.” ; : - oS | 7 

‘Let the English treat the Indians with sympathy and consideration, and 
they will be followed us Mr. Pennell was.”’ oF : 

1434. The Bengclce publishes a telegram giving an account of the arrival 

of Mr. Pennell at Barisal, where he was received 
at 7 a.M. on the 25th ‘‘amidst deafening cheers of 
thousands.” ) 
‘‘The ovation surpassed in grandeur the most san guine expectations. 


Mr. Pennell at Barisal. 


Barisal never witnessed auch a scene within living memory.’ 


The Bengalee complains of the refusal of the District Magistrate to allow 

a procession, and asks what it is to unders‘and thereby. 
1435. Referring to a recent plague disturbance in a village near Sialkote, 
when the Magistrate and the police were attacked 
_ Plague disturbance in the Pun- hy villagers and the military had to be called out, 
™ owing to some females having been examined by a 
male doctor, the Bengalce says, ‘‘ There can be no. doubt there would have been 
no occasion for this disturbance, and for a matter of that, many others of the 
same nature, had the authorities been a little more respectful to the well- 
known advice of an old Anglo-Indian, ‘‘Touch not their religion and women 

and you are safe in India.” 

1436. The following telegrari is taken from 


Memorial meeting. the Bengalee — 
| a 


: € Jiaganj, April 29th. 

_ « At the instance of Babu Surendra Narain Sinha, zamindar, Nehalia, a 
crowded meeting was held at Haveli to collect subscriptions to euitably perpe- 
tuate the blessed memory of our late Queen-mother. Babu Panna Lal Sinha 
presided. Stirring speeches were made appreciating the necessity of the 
memorial and feelingly alluding to the devotional loyalty of the Indians. 
Resolution was passed unanimously. Enthusiasm ran high. Babu Surendra 
Narain already promised Ks. 126. Prayers were offered for the Emperor’s 
long life.” 

. 1437. The Bengalee publishes the text of Mr. Pennell’s revised memorial 

Mr. Pennell's revised memorial: to the Secretary of State. No comment is made. | 


1438. The Bengalee referring to an article in the Ctvil and Military 
Gazette, which attributes the increase of political 
agitation in the Punjab to the extensive employ- 
ment of Bengalis, says ‘‘Our contemporary has caught the spirit of Ghazi-ism, 
and has started preaching a jthad against the Bengalis in the Punjab.” 


Bengalis in the Punjab. 


1439. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, referring to the Aligarh College, says: 


= ‘This institution was started with the object of 
monet Policy of the Govern. training a body of young Mussalmans with anti- 

ect Hindu feelings and anti-Congress ideas, fully com- 
petent to meet the more advanced Indians who talk of political rights.” 

The Hindus are, as a matter of fact, regarded by the Europeans as rivals— 
they are considered a power. As aset-off against this the Government founded 
this Muhammadan College, where the Professors are permitted to openly 
preach that political agitation and loyalty are incompatible. 

It may be, however, that this Alighar institute may turn out some of the 
most ardent patriots, even as the Christian Missionary schools sometimes turn 
out the most bigoted “ heathens.” 

Referring to the point in his speech where the Viceroy says, ‘ History 
does not record any similarly liberal policy on the part of a Government, &c.,” 
the Patrika asks, ‘‘ Where does history record, pray, of an enlightened nation 
ruling another civilized nation in the way England is doing in India? It is 
through the educated Indians that England rules India, and it is England more 
than India that has benefited by this liberal policy.” 
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